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Indiana's State Transition Initiative was created to assist in creating a comprehensive community-wide system ensuring positive and effective transition experiences for all  children (birth to third grade) and their families. 
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Preparing Families and Children for Transition: Indiana's Transition provides funds to support Local Transition Learning Opportunities 

 

 

Local transition planning teams including  representation from First Steps, Head Start, LEA, and parents 

are 

encouraged to plan, organize and execute local learning opportunities for families that will provide a better understanding of system differences, address family needs and concerns related to transition and assist families in preparing their child for transition.  Assistance with planning is available to your team through the Indiana Transition Initiative. 
Teams may apply to receive up to $200 per county to reimburse costs, with additional stipends available to support family participation in the planning process.  
The local learning opportunities are funded by the Division of Disability and Rehabilitative Services (DDRS) and FSSA Bureau of Child Development Services First Steps through Indiana's Unified Training System. 

 

  

 

Opportunity for Family Participation
The Indiana Transition Initiative for Young Children and Families is seeking to ensure that families are represented on local transition teams.  Teams meet periodically to address transition issues.  Families are needed to share their perspective with professionals as community teams work to ensuring smooth transitions in local communities.  Stipend funds are available to support family involvement on these teams.  If you or any other family is interested please have them contact Rylin Rodgers, rylin@bremc.net.  Providing; their name, email and where they live will help facilitate quickly connecting families to  the team that serves their community




 

 

Community Resource List
Several local transition teams have been developing and establishing procedures to maintain community resource lists to meet the need of families birth through age 5.  the Indiana Transition Initiative invites you to view examples of local resource list here and contact us to provide technical assistance as you seek to find or start a resource list in your community.
  

  

 

Resource Round UP  

· Get Ready for Kindergarten! DVD, now available. 

· Check out the printable Glossary for Families entering First Steps. 

· The Family Resources section of our website has been expanded to include resources on: 

· Dental Care 
· Nutrition 

· Hearing 

· Mental Health 
· Sleep 

· Vision Care 
· Backpacks, designed to support children and their families as they prepare to start preschool and kindergarten are available for check out in English and Spanish at locations throughout the state.
Preschool Backpack contents and locations 
Kindergarten Backpack contents and locations
· The Arc network, is the Arc of Indiana's newly established state wide network providing information on topics including Supported Living and Medicaid Waivers.   
As of October 1, 2007, About Special Kids was subcontracted by the Early Childhood Center, Institute on Disability and Community, to provide the parent to parent portion of the Family 2 Family grant.  New Regional Parent Liaisons started in January 2008 in each of the First Steps Clusters.    
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