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Indiana's State Transition Initiative 
for Young Children and Families

Indiana's State Transition Initiative was created to assist in creating a comprehensive community-wide system ensuring positive and effective transition experiences for all  children (birth to third grade) and their families. 
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TIPS for Scheduling Meetings: 
· Be mindful of work schedules and calendars of families and providers.

· Meetings should be conducted in settings and at times that are convenient to families.

· Consider a family's concerns, priorities and resources when determining location.

· Consider alternative ways to include participation when an invited participant cannot physically be present.

· Build good working relationships with your partners.  They'll be more likely to work with you to meet a deadline in a pinch.

 
Celebrating Success

The Local Planning and Coordinating Council for Henry/Rush Counties met recently for their regular meeting.  However, this meeting was VERY SPECIAL because they had agreed to honor one of the MOST OUTSTANDING MEMBERS of their Council.  This honor was awarded to Cheryl May, LEA for New Castle Community Schools, which serves most of the First Steps children who transition to preschool in Henry County. 

 

     "We as a council had often discussed how very lucky we were to have such a good working relationship with our LEA's.  Cheryl has always gone above and beyond to ensure that our transition meetings are held in a timely manner and at a time that was good for the family.  Many times this meant meeting at a family's home at 6:00 in the evening.  Cheryl never once grumbled or complained, she was always JUST THERE.  She has always made every effort to have that first transition meeting at the family's home so that everyone is more relaxed and so that the family feels more comfortable asking questions.  During that first meeting she lets the family members know that they are very welcome to come and tour the preschool before their child is enrolled.  

 

     "We have also been very lucky to have a Service Coordinator who has worked 'hand in hand' with Cheryl with the evaluation times, case conference times, and again, trying to find times that are good for the families (not just dates and times that meet their own calendars perfectly). They stay in touch on a consistent basis to see that everything works smoothly.

 

     "It is hard to explain just how and why everything works so smoothly in our county, but it truly does.  We feel that the best explanation for 'What Works' is this:  Everyone involved in our transition process always puts our children and their families first.  They don't treat their jobs as LEA and Service Coordinator as 'just a job.'  They really FEEL that they want to help this child and family make their BEST START IN THE SCHOOL SYSTEM.  Doesn't this sound like an easy plan?"  
 
 
Transition Summit Wrap Up
 

The State Transition Team Panel traveled to eight Regional Summits this fall, providing updates on policy and procedures, information on State Projects and Initiatives, answering questions and listening to issues and concerns.  

Over 215 attendees reported valuing the opportunity to hear from multiple agencies and organizations all at once and appreciating the diverse handouts. Questions, answers and comments from each summit have been combined into one report for your review.

The Value of Local Transition Learning Opportunities --
Preparing Families and Children for Transition
 


Local Learning Opportunities provide families and the professional partners who serve them a chance  to look at and prepare for transition from a "big picture" viewpoint.  Families are able to hear a wide variety of information from a wide variety of sources, often expanding their understanding of the options and possibilities for their children's transition.  Families are able to ask questions and hear multiple answers.  Often families remark that one of the biggest values is hearing the questions and experiences of others.  Knowing that other families are experiencing similar situations and learning about and from each other's experiences provides a great deal of support and encouragement during what can be an unfamiliar experience.  Learn more about bringing a Local Learning Opportunity to your community here. Applications are being accepted until August 1, 2008.  

Resource Round UP  

· Complete Indiana Immunization Requirements for Preschool and Kindergarten are posted for your use.

· Recommended Practice for Developing Transition Timelines from First Steps can assist families and providers to plan timelines based on a child's birth date.
   
· Article 7 revision adoption process is underway.  Watch for updates. 
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