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Indiana's State Transition Initiative 
for Young Children and Families

Indiana's State Transition Initiative was created to assist in creating a comprehensive community-wide system ensuring positive and effective transition experiences for all  children (birth to third grade) and their families. 
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Quick Links 
 

Our Website
Our Staff
 

TIPS for Scheduling Meetings: 
· Be mindful of work schedules and calendars of families and providers.

· Meetings should be conducted in settings and at times that are convenient to families.

· Consider a family's concerns, priorities and resources when determining location.

· Consider alternative ways to include participation when an invited participant cannot physically be present.

· Build good working relationships with your partners.  They'll be more likely to work with you to meet a deadline in a pinch.
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New Publication

The Years Before Kindergarten is a book for children getting ready to go to an early childhood setting for the first time.  This book provides an introduction to what a child might encounter in the new setting through the use of photographs.   Distribution is underway to all of the early childhood partners who house the preschool backpacks for "check out" to families, to include in the backpacks.  For bulk orders there will be a charge for printing and shipping, contact mpaladin@indiana.edu for more information.  Watch for the Spanish version to be available soon.
 
 
 

Grants Available 
 
Local transition planning teams including  representation from First Steps, Head Start, LEA, and parents 
are encouraged to plan, organize and execute local learning opportunities for families that will provide a better understanding of system differences, address family needs and concerns related to transition and assist families in preparing their child for transition.  Assistance with planning is available to your team through the Indiana Transition Initiative. Teams may apply to receive up to $200 per county to reimburse costs, with additional stipends available to support family participation in the planning process.  The current application for October 1, 2008 through August 31, 2009 is available by contacting the Transition Initiative and can be found on-line.  Our site also contains a variety of materials that can help you plan an event in your community, don't hesitate to contact us. 
The local learning opportunities are funded by the Division of Disability and Rehabilitative Services (DDRS) and FSSA Bureau of Child Development Services First Steps through Indiana's Unified Training System 


New Article 7 in Effect
The final version of the new language for Article 7 was signed by the Attorney General and the Governor and filed by Legislative Services on July 14, 2008. This version of Article 7 became effective on August 13, 2008. You can read more about the changes as related to early childhood transitions here and the full text of the new code here here.  You may also obtain a printed copy by writing or calling:
 
Indiana Educational Resource Center
7725 North College Avenue
Indianapolis, IN  46240-2504
1-800-833-2198

Please note that new copies carry a purple cover.  Those copies with yellow covers are now outdated.

 

Kindergarten Calendar  

 

Be on the look out for a fun way to support early childhood transitions. A 13-month calendar for preschoolers, filled with activities that childcare providers and families can do in the year prior to Kindergarten to promote a child's Kindergarten readiness. (A collaboration with the Indiana Department of Education, The Indiana Partnerships Center and the Indiana Transition Initiative.)
 

Resource Round UP  

· Coming Soon, the Moving on to Kindergarten Booklet for Families, Schools and Communities will be published shortly watch our site!
· Applications for the Children's Special Health Care Services program (CSHCS) are now available on-line.  Families may print the application out, complete it and submit it with supporting documentation by mail.  Learn more at the Children's website.
· The Indiana Deafblind Services Project provides technical assistance, training, and support services to service providers and families of children (birth through 21 years of age) with combined vision and hearing losses. Learn more about this resource at their website.
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