	

	 Transition Times

Indiana Transition Initiative for Young Children and Families
February 2009  
 
Volume 2 Issue 2
In This Issue 
About the Initiative 

Sheron Cochran 

Parents on Transition Committees 

Upcoming Trainings 

Transition Q&A 

 

Learn More About: 
[image: image1.png]


Indiana's State Transition Initiative 
for Young Children and Families

Indiana's State Transition Initiative was created to assist in creating a comprehensive community-wide system ensuring positive and effective transition experiences for all  children (birth to third grade) and their families. 
· Our Brochure
· What the Transition Initiative can do to help you
· Ac
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Visit Our Funder 

Quick Links 
 

Our Website
Our Staff
 

TIPS for Scheduling Meetings: 
· Be mindful of work schedules and calendars of families and providers.

· Meetings should be conducted in settings and at times that are convenient to families.

· Call or email before setting the date of the meeting to check what dates are available.

· Consider a family's concerns, priorities and resources when determining location.

· Consider alternative ways to include participation when an invited participant cannot physically be present.

· Build good working relationships with your partners.  They'll be more likely to work with you to meet a deadline in a pinch.
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Sheron Cochran Retires 
Forms the State Transition Team and the idea for Indiana Transition Initiative for Young Children and Families in 1999
  
After 27 years with the State of Indiana,  Sheron Cochran retired on December 31, 2008. She spent the last 14 years with the Indiana Department of Education as the Early Childhood Liaison in the Center for Exceptional Learners.  During her years with the Indiana Department of Education, she had the opportunity to work on developing a definition for developmental delay in Article 7, the Foundations to the Indiana Academic Standards, the ISTAR assessment, development of early literacy resources,  and improving early outcomes through the Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale (ECERS).  She stated that the most rewarding work of her career was that of building effective transition systems in Indiana in partnership with the State Transition Team and local transition partners.  Since 1999, state and local teams have worked to improve transitions for young children and their families and as a result of these efforts, children and families are experiencing smoother and more effective transitions.  She wanted everyone to know how appreciative she was of all the people that she had the pleasure of working with over the years.
 



 

Parents on Local Community Transition Committees:
Where and How to find parent representatives.
 
Family to Family has placed Regional Parent Liaisons in each of the First Steps clusters throughout the state starting in January 2008.  These Parent Liaisons are parents of children with special needs that have been served through the First Steps System, and have been trained to support and educate families that are raising children with special needs. They will partner with the local SPOE and the LPCC, to reach out to families currently in First Steps, to provide peer support, to identify areas of need and strategies for meeting needs through community and state resources.  
 
The Parent Liaisons are serving in many capacities on local LPCC committees.  In many cases they serve either in their Parent Liaison role or as a parent rep on the local Transition committee.  
 
If there is a need to fill a position on a Transition committee with a parent rep, the Parent Liaison in your area would be a helpful contact in finding families that would like to serve in this area.  To be connected with the Parent Liaison for your area call 1-800- 964-4746 and ask to speak with Jane Scott, Director of Family Support.
Partnering to Build Better IEP'sUpcoming Training Opportunities 
 
The Transiton Initiave is excited to share upcoming trainigs designed to meet the needs of our transiton partners:
· Indiana Special Education Law Working for YOU!
· Day long seminar on Indiana Special Education law with a focus of practical information.  
· Monday March 16th, Indianapolis
· Inspiring Abilities Expo
· 3rd Annual event features a wide variety of exhibitors and topical training session.
· Saturday March 7th, Greenfield 
· Family to Family Training Series
· 2009 series features 5 new topics
· a varity of dates and locations
·  Partnering to Build Better IEP's
· A workshop for Parents and Educators 
· 3 spring dates at 3 locations

Transition Reguirements for First Steps Clusters in 2009-2010

 

The First Steps 2009-2010 Request for Funds Amendment Packet outlines the follow requirements for First Steps Clusters effective April 1 2009: 
 
1. Annually, develop and maintain a MOA with all
special education planning districts, Head Start/Early Head Start Organizations in the cluster. The MOA is to be submitted within 30 days of the change.
 
2. Maintain a cluster transition committee comprised of parents, providers, service coordinators, representatives from all LEA's and Head Start. Team tasks:
            a. Identify community resources 
            b. Work to met outcomes as developed by the Lead Agency and State Transition Team.
            c. by April 1 submit a list of the committee members, transition plan and activity calendar to support transition activities and Quarterly Staff Meetings; Quarterly Transition Committee Meetings, Annual transition informational meetings 
 
3. SPOE 
            a. Electronically disseminate the Part B child find information semi-annually to the LEA's
            b. Conduct a transition meeting with every enrolled First Steps child in accordance with the State and Federal Program guidelines.
            c. Each child will have a completed transition packet.
 
 
Transition Q&A with First Steps Director Dawn Downer 
 
What is the policy for late referrals (families coming to First Steps when the child is older)? 
While we do not specifically use the term "late referrals" we do have guidelines on how to treat a referral for a child over the age of 30 months, as it relates to transition.  We ask that the SPOE include the school in the transition meeting which is held within the initial IFSP meeting.  Therefore, we would expect the family to be aware of the upcoming transition and, with parent consent, invite the school personnel.  
 
Is there a policy for a cut off date at which point the family is referred to the LEA because there is not enough time for First Steps to evaluate to determine eligibility?  Is this a First Steps referral or a parent referral?
First Steps is required to  evaluate eligibility and hold the initial IFSP meeting within 45 days of referral.  For any child coming in at 30 months of age or older, the transition process is very clearly explained within the intake process.  While most of these families elect to proceed with First Steps, there are a few who do not. However the decision to proceed is a family choice.   For children who are less than 45 days from their 3rd birthday, there may be instances when it is not possible for us to hold an evaluation within the timeline given. For those families, we would explain the timelines restrictions and with parent consent, facilitate the referral to the school. 
 
When is a referral considered a First Steps referral to the LEA?  Several scenarios follow:
While I cannot make the interpretation of a referral for DOE, I have answered your questions, letting you know what our actions would be.
 

Family is in FS, declined school involvement for transition meeting, child is receiving FS services, pass the 90 transition meeting mark and the family changes their mind and wants the school involved. We would make the referral when we are aware that the family changed their mind.  Like all referrals, it is the expectation that the SC send the appropriate notification within a timely manner.  Ideally, we would hope the referral could be made within 2 business days.  However, with the necessity of parent consent, this may not always be possible.
 

Child exits First Steps at 2.  Family wants school involved at some point after that....say at 2 and a half. The SC would provide the referral and school information to the family.  We may even discuss with the family convening the transition meeting and making the referral within the allowable transition meeting timelines.  If families do not want to proceed with the transition meeting or referral, but are still potentially interested in school services at age 3, we would let the family know that they may contact FS in the future, if  they need assistance. We would not send over the referral information at the later time, if the child did not remain in the system.   
Family contacts First Steps at 33-35 months and First Steps begins the evaluation process, eligibility is determined, services not started. As stated above, the School should be included in the initial IFSP process and at minimum,  with parent consent, the referral would happen at that time.        Is there some point where First Steps intake tells the parent to contact the LEA?  If so, what point is that?  And.....is it considered a parent referral to LEA or First Steps referral?  As stated above, we do explain the transition and the responsibilities of Part B upon the 3rd birthday.  For families electing to go with FS, we would make the referral.  For families that do not proceed with First Steps, we would offer to make the referral or the parent could choose to make the referral.
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