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Indiana's State Transition Initiative was created to assist in creating a comprehensive community-wide system ensuring positive and effective transition experiences for all children (birth to third grade) and their families. 
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· What the Transition Initiative can do to help you
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Quick Links 
 

Our Website
Our Staff
 

TIPS for Scheduling Meetings: 
· Be mindful of work schedules and calendars of families and providers.

· Meetings should be conducted in settings and at times that are convenient to families.

· Call or email before setting the date of the meeting to check what dates are available.

· Consider a family's concerns, priorities and resources when determining location.

· Consider alternative ways to include participation when an invited participant cannot physically be present.

· Build good working relationships with your partners.  They'll be more likely to work with you to meet a deadline in a pinch.

Moving On to Kindergarten 
A Kindergarten Transition Guide for
Families
Schools
Communities
 
Young children adjust to many changes in their first six years of life. The transition into kindergarten from home or Pre-K programs stands as a major milestone for both children and their families.  Transition partners have created a guide to support this major milestone.  Learn more and download your copy today!
Upcoming Training Opportunities 
 
The Transition Initiate is excited to share upcoming trainings designed to meet the needs of our transition partners:
· Partnering with Families: Keys to Success 
· provide professionals an opportunity to explore family dynamics and aspects of creating positive family/professional partnerships.  
· 1-4PM May 14th, Indianapolis
· Family to Family Training Series
· 2009 series features 5 new topics
· a variety of dates and locations
·  Partnering to Build Better IEP's
· A workshop for Parents and Educators 
· 3 spring dates at 3 locations

New Resource

 

The Indiana State Department of Health's Sunny Start project has created a series of fact sheets to highlight the basics of key resources available for Hoosier families. Fact sheets on the following topics are now available:

· Assistive Technology
· Section 504
· First Steps
· CHOICE
· Other Funding Options
· Resource Organizations
· Children's Special Health Care Services (CSHCS)
· Prescription Drugs
· WIC-Women, Infants & Children Program
· Medicaid Disability
· Medicaid Waivers: DD, Autism & Support Services
· Autism Mandate
· Bureau of Developmental Disabilities Services (BDDS)
· Medicaid Waivers: Aged, Disabled & TBI
· Medicaid
· Resource-Area Agency on Aging
· Private Health Insurance
· Supplemental Security Income

Fact sheets can be found at http://earlychildhoodmeetingplace.indiana.edu/ 
1. Click on "Family info and resources"
2. Click on "Finical Resources" (box on right side) 
3. Select the sheet you would like to see

Please share this information with families and the professionals who serve them!

 
Transition Q&A with Indiana Department of Education 
 
Is there a policy for a cut off date at which point the family is referred to the LEA because there is not enough time for First Steps to evaluate to determine eligibility?  Is this a First Steps referral or a parent referral? 
 
If the child does not receive an evaluation or services under a Part C program and is referred to the LEA for an initial evaluation, the evaluation would be conducted under the 50 school day timeline established in Article 7. Otherwise, as long as the student is transitioning from First Steps or any other Part C Program, the student must have an IEP and services must be made available by his/her third birthday.  Students transitioning from Part C to Part B who have a summer birthday must have an IEP developed prior to their third birthday as well.  However, services must be made available by the date of the third birthday only if the case conference committee determines that the student needs services during the summer as part of extended school year services (ESY).  If the IEP does not require ESY, then services may begin at the beginning of the school year or whenever the IEP designates. 

 
When is a referral considered a First Steps referral to the LEA?  Several scenarios follow:
 

Family is in FS, declined school involvement for transition meeting, child is receiving FS services, pass the 90 transition meeting mark and the family changes their mind and wants the school involved

.  

Because the student is transitioning from Part C to Part B, this would be considered a First Steps referral.  However, if the third birthday deadline is missed because of the parent's delay it is considered an "exceptional family circumstance - parent refusal."
 
Child exits First Steps at 2.  Family wants school involved at some point after that, say at 2 and a half.  
If the parents voluntarily withdrew the child from First Steps services and the student was not participating in First Steps services at the time of the referral to the LEA, it would be considered an LEA referral, not a First Steps (Part C to Part B) referral.  The 50-day timeline would apply for the initial evaluation.   
  
Family contacts First Steps at 33 months and First Steps begins the evaluation process, eligibility is determined, services not started.  
 Because the student was evaluated under Part C, this would be considered a First Steps referral, and the third birthday timeline applies.  If the LEA fails to begin services on the student's 3rd birthday, including a student with a summer birthday and for whom the IEP requires ESY services during the summer, the LEA is out of compliance with federal and state requirements. 
 
Family contacts First Steps at 34 months and First Steps begins the evaluation process. 
Because the student was evaluated under Part C, the third birthday timeline applies.  However, if the third birthday timeline is missed for a student that participates in a Part C program for less than 3 months it is classified as an "exceptional family circumstance - in Part C < 3 months." 
 
Family contacts First Steps at 35 months, First Steps doesn't start the evaluation process.  
Because the student was not evaluated under Part C, the student would not count as a First Steps referral and would be evaluated under the 50-day timeline once a referral was made to the LEA and the LEA obtained the parent's consent for an evaluation.  
 
Is there some point where First Steps intake tells the parent to contact the LEA?  If so, what point is that?  And, is it considered a parent referral to LEA or First Steps referral?  
If a parent contacts First Steps but the child is not evaluated or is evaluated but does not participate in the program, then the student is not considered a First Steps referral, even if First Steps notifies the school that the student contacted them and opted out of First Steps.  Regardless of who refers the student to the LEA in this situation, the LEA must conduct an initial evaluation within 50 school days of obtaining the parent's consent.



