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Indiana's State Transition Initiative was created to assist in creating a comprehensive community-wide system ensuring positive and effective transition experiences for all  children (birth to third grade) and their families. 
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We would like to thank the Indiana Department of Education for the funding made available to publish the Transition Times over these past years.  This will be the final issue as this funding ends.
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TIPS for Scheduling Meetings: 
· Be mindful of work schedules and calendars of families and providers.

· Meetings should be conducted in settings and at times that are convenient to families.

· Call or email before setting the date of the meeting to check what dates are available.

· Consider a family's concerns, priorities and resources when determining location.

· Consider alternative ways to include participation when an invited participant cannot physically be present.

· Build good working relationships with your partners.  They'll be more likely to work with you to meet a deadline in a pinch.

Indiana Transition Initiative is Highlighted in National Transition Forum 
 
The Indiana Transition Initiative for Young Children and Families project was  among the six state efforts cited in the recently released Project Forum report for their innovations and improvements in early childhood transition programs.
Learn more about the success of Indiana's efforts here.

Resources 

The Sunny Start: Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds Initiative of the Indiana State Department of Health is dedicated to ensuring that Indiana children are safe, healthy and ready to learn.  In support of these efforts several resources have been created for Hoosier families.  We encourage you to explore these resources, as well as share them with families and the professionals who serve them.
 
Available resources include:

1. A Wellness Passport for Indiana's Kids
A personal healthcare record-keeping tool, that allows parents to collect, track, store and access important information about their children's growth and development - all in one easy-to-access location.

2. A Special Health Care Needs Addendum to the Wellness Passport
Providing additional sections for families raising children with disabilities and special healthcare needs.   

3. Financial Resource Fact Sheets 
A series of 25 fact sheets that highlight the basics of key resources available for Hoosier families.

4. A Parent's Guide to Raising Healthy, Happy Babies
A developmental calendar to assist parents in making healthy decisions for children birth to age five.
 
Each of these resources is available at no cost online at Indiana's Early Childhood Meeting Place: http://earlychildhoodmeetingplace.indiana.edu
Grandparenting a Child With Special Needs  
Transition Initiative staff member and Grandmother, Virginia Rutherford contributions are include in  this new publication 
 
When a new baby is born into a family, grandparents are excited about having a baby to enjoy and love. If the child is born with a disability, it can be difficult to know how to react and how best to help the child and the family as a whole. This book provides guidance on how to grandparent a child with special needs and give every grandchild the love and care they deserve and parents the added support they need. From coming to terms with a diagnosis, to helping with the transition from adolescence to adulthood, the book gives clear advice on grandparenting a child with special needs throughout their life. The author covers the medical, emotional and practical aspects of being a grandparent and explores important issues such as researching resources for specialized care, accessing financial and legal resources and, just as importantly, how to have fun and spend quality time with a grandchild with a disability. The book also addresses how to handle the diagnosis of a serious accident or progressive illness. "Grandparenting a Child with Special Needs" is a unique guide for grandparents keen to make a difference to the lives of their children and their grandchildren. Learn more here.
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Transition Resources  

The Years Before Kindergarten and Kindergarten books and backpacks are still available.  Contact and order information can be found on the website at www.indianatransition.org
 

National Center for Children and Families   

Indiana Transition Initiative selected for inclusion in compendium to be published in 2010 by National Center for Children and Families, Teachers College, Columbia University
 
Indiana Transition Initiative has been selected for inclusion in a new compendium of United States and international transition efforts that will be published in early 2010.  The compendium is part of a research project on transitions and alignment in early childhood, conducted by the National Center for Children and Families, Teachers College, Columbia University and supported by the Kellogg Foundation. 
 
The compendium of transition efforts is designed for multiple users, from practitioners to policy makers and will receive wide attention amongst the early care and education community.  It will provide a template for communities and schools as they plan comprehensive approaches to transitions.  The inclusion of  Indiana's initiative in this pioneering effort will draw attention to an often neglected issue and will provide a platform to showcase Indiana's exemplary work.   
                
Watch for updates on the transition web site www.indianatransition.org
 

LRP Articles Success of Indiana's Transition Initiative 
 
LRP Publication stories focus on best-practice advice and how-to information to help special ed administrators and educators do their jobs more effectively.

John Haughey, a writer/editor with LRP Publication's LRE Compliance and Early Childhood Report, as well as www.specialedconnection.com congratulates Indiana Transition Initiative for Young Children and Families project for being among the six state efforts cited in the recently released Project Forum report for their innovations and improvements in early childhood transition programs.  In the LRP articles, learn more about the discussion of best-practice strategies for developing good interagency relationships between providers and agencies, as well as what mechanisms and processes are most effective in creating and sustaining early childhood transition programs.  See text at www.indianatransition.org
 
For LRP subscribers, the articles on the web site can be seen here.



	


