
HEAD START PROGRAM PERFORMATNCE STANDARDS 
ON TRANSTIION SERVICES 

 
1304.40 (h) (1) – (4) 
 
(h) Parent involvement in transition activities. 
 
   (1) Grantee and delegate agencies must assist parents in becoming their children's  
advocate as they transition both into Early Head Start or Head Start from the home or other 
child care setting, and from Head Start to elementary school, a Title I of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act preschool program, or a child care setting. 
    (2) Staff must work to prepare parents to become their children's advocate through transition 
periods by providing that, at a minimum, a staff-parent meeting is held toward the end of the 
child's participation in the program to enable parents to understand the child's progress  
while enrolled in Early Head Start or Head Start. 
    (3) To promote the continued involvement of Head Start parents in the education and 
development of their children upon transition to school, grantee and delegate agencies must: 
    (i) Provide education and training to parents to prepare them to exercise their rights and 
responsibilities concerning the education of their children in the school setting; and 
    (ii) Assist parents to communicate with teachers and other school personnel so that parents 
can participate in decisions related to their children's education. 
 
 
1304.41 (c) (1) – (3) 
 
(c) Transition services.  
 
   (1) Grantee and delegate agencies must establish and maintain procedures to support 
successful transitions for enrolled children and families from previous child care programs into  
Early Head Start or Head Start and from Head Start into elementary school, a Title I of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act preschool program, or other child care settings. 
These procedures must include: 
    (i) Coordinating with the schools or other agencies to ensure that individual Early Head Start 
or Head Start children's relevant records are transferred to the school or next placement in 
which a child ill enroll or from earlier placements to Early Head Start or Head Start; 
    (ii) Outreach to encourage communication between Early Head Start or Head Start staff and 
their counterparts in the schools and other child care settings including principals, teachers, 
social workers and health staff to facilitate continuity of programming; 
    (iii) Initiating meetings involving Head Start teachers and parents and kindergarten or 
elementary school teachers to discuss the developmental progress and abilities of individual 
children; and 
    (iv) Initiating joint transition-related training for Early Head Start or Head Start staff and school 
or other child development staff. 
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    (2) To ensure the most appropriate placement and services following participation in Early 
Head Start, transition planning must be undertaken for each child and family at least six months 
prior to the child's third birthday. The process must take into account: The child's health status 
and developmental level, progress made by the child and family while in Early Head Start, 
current and changing family circumstances, and the availability of Head Start and other child  
development or child care services in the community. As appropriate, a child may remain in 
Early Head Start, following his or her third birthday, for additional months until he or she can 
transition into Head Start or another program. 
    (3) See 45 CFR 1304.40(h) for additional requirements related to parental participation in 
their child's transition to and from Early Head Start or Head Start. 
 

HEAD START PROGRAM PERFORMATNCE STANDARDS 
ON SERVICES FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

 
Subpart A – Disabilities Services Plan 
1308.4 (g)  
    (g) The plan, when appropriate, must address strategies for the transition of children into 
Head Start from infant/toddler programs (0-3 years), as well as the transition from Head Start 
into the next placement. The plan must include preparation of staff and parents for the entry of 
children with severe disabilities into the Head Start program. 
     
1308.4 (l) 
     (l) The disabilities service plan must include commitment to specific efforts to develop 
interagency agreements with the LEAs and other agencies within the grantee's service area. If 
no agreement can be reached, the grantee must document its efforts and inform the Regional  
Office. The agreements must address: ....... 
    (4) Transition; 
 
Subpart G – Parent Involvement 
1308.21 
Parent participation and transition of children into Head Start and from Head Start to public 
school. 
 (a)(1) Support parents of children with disabilities entering from infant/toddler programs. 
  (a) (6) Inform parents of their rights under IDEA. 
  (b) Grantees must plan to assist parents in the transition of children from Head Start to public 
school or other placement, beginning early in the program year. 
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