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July 13, 2006						





Dear Transition Partners,





Below you will find an article highlighting the Fisher’s Public Library Kindergarten Programming.  This program and other similar efforts throughout the state are providing Hoosier families opportunities to prepare for and create successful transitions for all children.   Public libraries are often key natural settings where families with young children routinely access information and training activities.  The ability to partner with local libraries and local children’s librarians to support or create activities specifically targeted towards the transitions that young children experience exists in each community.  The Transition Initiative is excited to support these partnerships.  Our website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.indianatransition.org" ��www.indianatransition.org�) contains resources that can be shared in an effort to engage local libraries.  If libraries in your community are currently engaged in activities that support transition, please share this information with the Transition Initiative so we can highlight it and publicize such activities via our website. 





The Transition Initiative is thrilled to announce that all public libraries in Indiana have received copies of Steps to Success: Transition at Age 3, a DVD that was produced by the Indiana Department of Education and is narrated in both English and Spanish, together with copies of Transition to Early Childhood Special Education:  A Guide for Parents of Children with Disabilities, both in English and Spanish, to add to their collections.  Having these resources in our state’s libraries will provide yet another opportunity for families to prepare for and be supported during the transition process.





We are excited to recognize and support the efforts of libraries throughout our state to support young children, families and the professionals that serve them during transitions.  Please join our efforts to actively partner with public libraries in your area.  





								Sincerely,


								Mary Jo Paladino


Programs ease school fears of parents, kids


Teacher nights, library presentation are among activities to ease school anxiety


By Lisa Renze-Rhodes


�� HYPERLINK "mailto:lisa.renze.rhodes@indystar.com" �lisa.renze.rhodes@indystar.com�


With Fourth of July fireworks still fresh in Hoosiers' minds, it's hard to think about back-to-school time.


But children in Hamilton County and surrounding communities begin heading to class Aug. 14.


Donna Warfel hopes a program she's offering July 24 will ease the transition, at least for youngsters heading to school for the first time.  Warfel, a children's librarian at Fishers Public Library, will host a question-and-answer session offering tips for parents and new kindergartners on how to cope and prepare for the big day.


Warfel has firsthand experience with the topic -- she began the program last year when her then-kindergarten-age daughter began asking questions about the coming school year.  "Right before my daughter went, she kept asking me, 'What if I can't do this?' and 'Mommy, I don't know how to read,' " Warfel said.  That first ride on the school bus, shoe-tying concerns and other issues are always topics of discussion, Warfel said.  "I mainly try to talk to the kids a little more than the parents, just to give them some information about what to expect when they get in kindergarten."  Like many area school districts, Fishers parents and their children can look to Hamilton Southeastern Schools for back-to-school information sessions.


Sandra Hollingshead, assistant superintendent, said individual schools have all kinds of activities planned, from ice-cream socials to meet-the-teacher nights.  "We're going to help the parents and kids at the start of the school year," she said.  As Warfel experienced, it's often the newest students who are the most concerned about what to expect at school.  "They are most nervous about leaving the parents -- that separation," Hollingshead said.  They also display other emotions.  "For the most part, our kids are really excited for that first (school) experience," she said.  Warfel's free program will be 6 p.m. July 24 at the Fishers Public Library.


 To register, call(317) 579-0304 or go to the library Web site,�� HYPERLINK "http://www.hepl.lib.in.us/services.html" \t "_blank" �www.hepl.lib.in.us/services.html�


Click on the "Fishers" link, scroll down on the calendar to July 24 and click on the "Fishers kindergarten program" option.


To learn about programs offered at Southeastern schools, log on to � HYPERLINK "http://www.hse.k12.in.us" \t "_blank" �www.hse.k12.in.us�


Roll over "Our Schools" option, click on school name. 


Call Star reporter Lisa Renze-Rhodes at (317) 444-2604.
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