Summary of proposed rule changes (based on information provided from 5/8 and 5/10 conference calls)  
** This is only a summary - if you'd like more detail, you will need to refer to the document itself.

 

- The intent of the changes proposed is to increase state flexibility as well as increase state accountability.  Part C IDEA proposed regs will restructure to follow order and arrangement of statutes, creating a freestanding document that is more user friendly. The regulations will also be more closely aligned with Part B to encourage a streamlined system of services.

 

- To increase state flexibility, the following changes have been proposed:

    Availability of mediation at any time in settlement agreements for dispute resolution

    The option for states to continue to provide Part C program services to children between the ages of 3-5 in lieu of FAPE.

    The option to use existing records to establish eligibility

    The allowance of screening tools in addition to evaluations for eligibility

    The allowance for the 45 day timeline to begin from parental consent (rather than date of referral)

 

- To provide states with additional information or clarifications, the following changes have been proposed:

    Clarification on confidentiality for information shared from Part C to Part B

    Obtaining consent for both public and private insurance for billing

    Clarification on cochlear implants - these devices are not covered by Part C, however related services may be

    IFSP outcomes must be measurable and must include pre-literacy and language skills

    Clarification on referral and child find obligations for children referred to child services for abuse/neglect and/or exposure to drugs (DCS referrals)

 

