MARCH DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH

RESOURCE LIST -- CHILDREN’S BOOKS

YA = Young Fiction

For young adults in Grades 5-12; more complicated plots and topics of general interest to the young adult population.

Title: A Thousand Lights 

Author: Hope Benton 

Publisher: Open Minds, Inc., PO Box 21325, Columbus, OH 43221-0325; 1996 

ISBN #: ISBN-1-888927-81-X; ISBN-1-888927-28-3 

Disability: Hearing Impairments 

Story Profile: Two brothers, one with a hearing impairment, climb Mt. Fuji in Japan. 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Best Friends 

Author: Hope Benton 

Publisher: Open Minds, Inc., PO Box 21325, Columbus, OH 43221-0325; 1996 

ISBN #: ISBN-1-888927-78-X; ISBN-1-888927-25-9 

Disability: Physical Disabilities 

Story Profile: Kathryn, who uses a wheelchair, coaches her friend in coping with a broken leg. 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Bus Girl 

Author: Gretchen Josephson 

Publisher: Brookline Books, PO Box 1047, Cambridge, MA 02238; 1997 

ISBN #: ISBN-1-57129-041-9 

Disability: Down Syndrome 

Story Profile: Gretchen, through poetry, describes her emotional development toward independence and adult relationships. 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Deaf Girls Rule 

Author: Wendy Tiefenbacher, Ed. 

Publisher: Gallaudet University Press, Washington, DC 20002; 2001 

ISBN #: ISBN-1-56368-117-X 

Disability: Hearing impairments 

Story Profile: This book of photographs highlights the 1998-1999 women's basketball team at Gallaudet University. The story in pictures of a team of deaf women who advanced to the NCAA Sweet Sixteen. 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Don't Stop The Music 

Author: Robert Perske 

Publisher: Abingdon Press, 201 Eighth Ave. South, Nashville, TN 37202; 1986 

ISBN #: ISBN-0-687-11060-2 

Disability: Cerebral Palsy 

Story Profile: Follow our teen hero and heroine (with cerebral palsy) through thrills, romance, and adventure all rolled into this "who-done-it". 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Dyslexia My Life: One Man's Story of His Life with a Learning Disability 

Author: Girard J. Sagmiller 

Publisher: DML, PO Box 537, Smithville, MO 64089-0537; 1995 

ISBN #: ISBN-0-9643087-1-1 

Disability: Reading Disability, Dyslexia, Learning Disability 

Story Profile: Girard's autobiography dealing with dyslexia chronicles his struggles to overcome ignorance and prejudice to succeed in school, business, and life. 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Extraordinary People with Disabilities 

Author: Deborah Kent and Kathryn A. Quinlan 

Publisher: Children's Press, 1996 

ISBN #: ISBN-0-516-26074-X 

Disability: Various Disabilities 

Story Profile: Nearly 50 men and women with mental or physical disabilities are profiled in this collection including well-known figures as: Thomas Edison, Harriet Tubman, Tom Cruise, and Chris Burke. 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Franklin D. Roosevelt: Gallant President 

Author: Barbara Feinberg 

Publisher: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 

ISBN #: ISBN-0-688-00434-2 

Disability: Poliomyelitis 

Story Profile: A biography of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Idea Man 

Author: Karen Melberg Schwier 

Publisher: Diverse City Press, 1997 

ISBN #: ISBN-1-896230-09-1 

Disability: Down Syndrome 

Story Profile: Erin is angry when her parents leave her overnight with family friends. whose son, has Down syndrome. Erin doesn't want to be seen with him but realizes she misjudged him after he helps her with a homework assignment. 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Probably Still Nick Swansen 

Author: Virginia Euwer Wolff 

Publisher: Holt 

ISBN #: ISBN-0-8050-0701-6 

Disability: Learning Disabilities 

Story Profile: Sixteen-year-old Nick has a learning disability and other kids make fun of him. He has to take special classes, his date for the prom makes an excuse not to go out with him, and he is not sure about his place in the world. 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Reach for the Moon 

Author: Samantha Abeel 

Publisher: Pfeifer-Hamilton Publishers, 210 West Michigan, Duluth, MN 55802; 1997 

ISBN #: ISBN-1-57025-013-8 

Disability: Learning Disabilities 

Story Profile: Samantha, a 13-year-old girl with a learning disability, provides a collection of illustrated poems and stories. She writes about her difficulties in school and the encouragement of her English teacher to develop her writing talent. 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Stevie Wonder 

Author: John Swenson 

Publisher: Harper & Row 

ISBN #: ISBN-0-06-097067-7 

Disability: Blindness 

Story Profile: Stevie Wonder's life from his birth in Saginaw, Michigan, in1950 through his rapid rise as a Motown artist in the early 1960s and up to his present-day work. 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: The Baby-sitters Club #32: Kristy and the Secret of Susan 

Author: Ann M. Martin 

Publisher: Scholastic Inc., 555 Broadway, New York, New York, 10012; 1990 

ISBN #: ISBN-0-590-73189-0 

Disability: Autism 

Story Profile: Kristy babysits a child with autism after school and is fascinated to learn about autism and other disabilities. She deals with her own assumptions, other students' perceptions of children with special needs, and other disability issues. 

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Views from Our Shoes: Growing Up with a Brother or Sister with Special Needs 

Author: Donald Meyer, Ed. 

Publisher: Woodbine House, Inc., 6510 Bells Mill Rd., Bethesda, MD 20817; 1997 

ISBN #: ISBN-0-933149-98-0 

Disability: Disabilities 

Story Profile: 45 siblings share their experiences. The children whose essays are featured range in age from 4 to 18 with a variety of disabilities.

Reading Level: YA 

Title: Whoa, Nellie! 

Author: Hope Benton 

Publisher: Open Minds, Inc., PO Box 21325, Columbus, OH 43221-0325; 1996 

ISBN #: ISBN-1-888927-79-8; ISBN-1-888927-26-7 

Disability: Physical Disabilities 

Story Profile: A story of a young girl, Kathryn, who happens to have a physical disability and uses a wheelchair, her friends, and their experiences at summer camp as they search for a favorite horse. 

Reading Level: YA 

Excerpted from a list published by CEC -- Council for Exceptional Children

For the full list go to: http://ericec.org/fact/kidbooks.html
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