



Glossary of Terms 

	Advocate
	One who acts on behalf of another

	Article 7
	 Indiana’s special education rules promulgated in the Indiana Administrative Code at 511 IAC 7-17 through 7-31, effective June 12, 2002.  The official version of the rules may be found in the Indiana Register.

	Assessment
	The ongoing procedures used by appropriate qualified personnel throughout the period of a child's eligibility to identify the child's unique strengths and needs and the services appropriate to meet those needs; and the resources, priorities, and concerns of the family and the supports and services necessary to enhance the family's capacity to meet the developmental needs of their child. 

(according to the Head Start Performance Standards) 

a. Developmental assessment – the collection of information on each child’s functioning in these areas: gross and fine motor skills, perceptual discrimination, cognition, attention skills, self-help, social and receptive skills and expressive skills. (according to the Head Start Performance Standards)

	At Risk
	A term used with children who have, or could have, problems with their development that may affect later learning.

	Behavioral Intervention Plan (BIP)
	Behavioral Intervention Plan (BIP) is a plan, agreed upon by the case conference committee and incorporated into a student’s individualized education program that describes how the student’s environment will be altered, identifies positive behavioral intervention strategies, and specifies which skills will be taught in an effort to change a specific pattern of behavior of the students.  The plan shall be linked to information gathered through a functional behavioral assessment. 

	CCC
	Case Conference Committee (CCC) means a group of persons described in 511 IAC 7-27-3, the special education rules, including parents and school personnel, who are responsible for reviewing evaluation data and determining eligibility, developing, reviewing, and revising a student’s IEP, determining the appropriate special education, related services, and placement for the student in the setting or settings in which the services will be provided, and other matters that are assigned to an IEP team by federal law or to a case conference committee by state law or rule of the Indiana state board of education.

	Case Management
	Coordinating services for a  family and ensuring that Individualized Family Service Plans are written and carried out.

	Collaborate
	Organizations coming together with a shared vision, resources, responsibilities and a commitment to make the outcome(s) of mutually beneficial for all partners.

	Consent
	The parent has been fully informed of all information relevant to the activity for which consent is sought, and the parent understands and agrees in writing to carrying out the activity.
Under IDEIA Part B and Part C, “consent” includes all of the following:

(1) The parent has been fully informed of all information relevant to the activity for which consent is sought, in the parent’s native language or other mode of communication.

(2) The parent understands and agrees in writing to the carrying out of the activity for which consent is sought, and the consent describes that activity and lists the records, if an, that will be released, and to whom.

(3) The parent understands that the granting of consent is voluntary on the part of the parent and may be revoked at any time.

	Coordinated Interagency System
	Cooperation and shared responsibility of a service delivery system design to meet the varied needs of children and families.  Head Start Performance Standards requires grantees to develop collaborations with partners in their communities, in order to provide the highest level of services to children and families, to foster the development of a continuum of family centered services, and to advocate for a community that shares responsibility for the healthy development of children and families of all cultures.  

	DOE
	Department of Education

	ECSE
	Early Childhood Special Education

	Early Head Start
	Early Head Start (EHS) is a federally-funded family development program that provides services to low income families with children from birth to age 3 and to pregnant women.  EHS encourages healthy prenatal outcomes, enhances the overall developmental progress of the young child, increases parents’ skills and knowledge of child development, strengthens the family unit and promotes community building and staff development.

	Evaluation
	Procedures used to determine whether a child has a disability and the nature and extent of the services a child needs according to the federal/state rules of the agency.

	Extended School Year
(ESY)
	Extended school year (ESY) services means special education services that are provided to a student with disability beyond the normal school year of the public agency, according to the child’s IEP, at no cost to the parent of the child, and meet the standards of the state education agency.  ESY services must be provided for an eligible preschool child if the child’s case conference committee determines that services are necessary to ensure the child receives a free appropriate public education. Link to the ESY Guide (PDF)

	FAPE
	Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) - Eligible children must receive a free appropriate public education under Part B of IDEA.  FAPE means special education and related services that meet state standards and are provided based on an IEP.  The services are provided at public expense, under public supervision, without charge to the parents, and must be provided in the least restrictive environment (LRE).

	Governor’s Interagency Coordinating Council on Infants and Toddlers
	Governor’s Interagency Coordinating Council on Infants and Toddlers (ICC) is a federally required advisory council, comprised of governor appointed representatives of service providers, policy makers and consumers of early intervention services.  The primary purpose of the ICC is to advise and assist the lead agency in implementing a family centered, interagency, community based system of early intervention.

	Head Start
	Head Start is a comprehensive federally-funded child development program for low-income children, ages 3-5, which provides services to promote academic, social, and emotional development.  The program focuses on the family through encouraging active involvement in all aspects of the program, enhancing parenting skills, and providing referral services to assist in promoting self-sufficiency.  Head Start grantees are federally mandated to designate a minimum of 10% of their funded enrollment for children with disabilities.

	ICC
	See Governor’s Interagency Coordinating Council on Infants and Toddlers

	IDEA (IDEIA)
	Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), previously the Education of the Handicapped Act (EHA), was originally passed by the U.S. Congress in 1975.  Its purpose was to ensure all children and youth with disabilities in the United States access a free appropriate public education (FAPE).  The legislation was amended in 1986 as Public Law 99-457, and included a new Part H—The Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities program for eligible birth through two year old children and their families.  It also changed the existing Preschool Incentive Grant program to the Preschool Grant program under Section 619 of Part B for children with disabilities aged three through five.  
The IDEA has been amended a number of times with the most recent revisions occurring in 2004 through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA).  IDEIA has four parts:  Part A-General Provisions; Part B-Assistance for Education of All Children with Disabilities; Part C-Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities; and Part D-National Activities to Improve the Education of Children with Disabilities.

	IEP
	Individualized Education Program (IEP) - A written document, developed by the case conference committee that describes how a student will access the general education curriculum, for preschool children participation in appropriate activities, and the special education and related services needed to participate in the educational environment.  The required components of an IEP are contained in state and federal regulations.

	IFSP
	Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) is a written plan for providing early intervention services to an eligible child and family.  IFSP is a process and document that lists a family’s priorities, concerns and resources in regard to their infant or toddler with disabilities.  The required components of an IFSP are contained in state and federal regulations.

	Instructional Day
	Any day, including a partial day, that children are in attendance at school for instructional purposes (IDEA, Part B).

	LEA
	Local Educational Agency (LEA) is a public board of education or other public authority legally constituted for either administrative control or direction, of, or to perform a service function for, publicly funded schools as such schools are established under the laws of Indiana.  The term includes school corporations and state-operated schools.

	LRE
	Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) – To the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, including children in public or private institutions or other care facilities, are educated with children who are non-disabled.  Further, special classes, separate schooling or other removal of children with disabilities from the regular educational environment occurs only if the nature or severity of the disability is such that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily.  A continuum of alternative placements must be available to meet the needs of children with disabilities.  The LRE requirements apply to preschoolers ages three to five with disabilities.  

	Natural Environment
	Settings (for Part C, early intervention settings) that are natural or normal for the child’s same age peers who have no disabilities.  

	Parent (guardian, foster parent)
	The specific definitions for each agency are found below.

Federal 303.19, Early Intervention
a. General As used in this part, "parent" means - 

1. A natural or adoptive parent of a child; 

2. A guardian; 

3. A person acting in the place of a parent (such as a grandparent or step-parent with whom the child lives, or a person who is legally responsible for the child's welfare); or 

4. A surrogate parent who has been assigned in accordance with §303.406. 

b. Foster parent. Unless state law prohibits a foster parent from acting as a parent, a State may allow a foster parent to act as a parent under Part C of the Act if - 

1. The natural parents' authority to make the decisions required of parents under the Act has been extinguished under State law; and 

2. The foster parent - 

i. Has an ongoing, long term parental relationship with the child; (long term is defined as 12 or more months); 

ii. Is willing to make the decisions required of parents under the Act; and 

iii. Has no interest that would conflict with the interests of the child. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1401(19), 1431-1445)
[64 FR 12535, Mar. 12, 1999]
Article 7, Part B:

“Parent” means one of the following:

(1) Any “natural or adoptive parent whose parental rights have not been terminated or restricted in accordance with law.

(2) A guardian, including a court-appointed temporary guardian.

(3) A person with legal custody, such as a grandparent or other relative, or other adult who accepts full legal responsibility for the student and with whom the student lives.

(4) An educational surrogate parent appointed in accordance with 511 IAC 7-24.

(5) Any student with a disability who is eighteen (18) years of age and has not had a guardian appointed by a court.

Head Start:

Head Start “parent” means:

(1) a Head Start Child’s mother or father, 

(2) other family member who is a primary care giver, 

(3) foster parent, 

(4) guardian or 

(5) the person with whom the child has been placed for purposes of adoption pending a final adoption decree.  

Note:  All other sections of the regulations define “family” not “parent”.

Children’s Special Health Care Services (CSHCS):

CSHCS’ definition of “parent” means:

1. A birth or adoptive parent of a child whose parental rights have not been terminated or restricted in accordance with law.

CSHCS’ definition of “Guardian” means:

2. A court-appointed guardian (such as a grandparent or other relative or other adult) who accepts full legal responsibility for the child and with whom the child lives.

3. A person acting in loco parents with legal authority to make health care decisions on behalf of the minor child (such as a Personal Representative) in accordance with HIPAA Privacy Rule 45 CFR Part 160 and Subparts A and E of Part 164.

4. A DFR director or designee for a Ward of Indiana

	Part B
	Part B:  Part B contains requirements for providing special education and related services to children with disabilities from 3 through 21 years of age.  See Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  

	Part C
	Part C:  Part C includes the requirements for providing services for infants and toddlers with disabilities, birth to age three years and their families.  See Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  

	Parties Signing the Agreement
	· Indiana Family and Social Services Administration, Bureau of Child Development, First Steps Early Intervention

· Indiana Department of Education, Division of Exceptional Learners

· Administration for Children and Families, Region V 

· Indiana Head Start Association

· Indiana Head Start Partnership Project

· Department of Child Services

	Public Awareness
	Activities that focus on the early identification of children who are eligible for a specific program.

	Screening
	Screening - A preliminary look at a child's level of functioning in fine and gross motor, cognitive, speech and language, social and emotional development, and hearing and vision, as well as health information. The primary purpose is to identify children who need referral for diagnostic evaluation. The screening process should include obtaining a developmental and health history, observations from the parents, and input from teachers based on their observations. The screening process must use a valid, reliable, culturally relevant and appropriately named standardized tool. (according to the Head Start Performance Standards

	Section 504
	Section 504 – (The Rehabilitation Act of 1973) – The first federal civil rights law that protects rights of people with disabilities. It applies to all recipients of federal funds including: states, counties, cities, towns and villages; public and private schools, institutions, colleges, agencies, hospitals and clinics; other health service providers; and other organizations receiving federal funds. Section 504 protects all school-age children who qualify as disabled, i.e., (1) has or (2) has had a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits a major life activity* or (3) is regarded as disabled by others. “Reasonable accommodations” must be made by schools and employers to insure program access or opportunity. Section 504 also protects children receiving special education services under IDEA.

* Major life activities means functions such as caring for one’s self, performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, and working.

	Special Education
	Specially designed instruction, at no cost to parents, to meet the unique needs of a child with a disability.  Special education also includes instruction in physical education, travel training, transition services, vocational education, and speech-language pathology services.

	TOR 
	Teacher of Record

	Transition
	Movement from one environment to another.

	Transition Meeting
	A federally required planning meeting, under Part C, that is coordinated by the child’s service coordinator to discuss and plan for activities that will support the family’s transition into, within and from the early intervention system.

	Typically Developing
	Meeting developmental milestones expected of a child’s same age peers without disabilities.


� This glossary of terms was adapted in 2007 form the draft used in the State MOA.
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